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Introduction

Dear Brothers and Sisters, let us begin our prayer in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Spirit. + Amen.
Dear Friends, we will sing now our praise to God.

Merciful God, we come before You today to pray for the wellbeing of the planet. You alone know the full
extent of the destruction we have wrought to your beautiful handiwork, and what needs to be done to
remedy it.
We pray for the people around the globe who suffer because of environmental damage. We pray for the
defenseless creatures harmed or made extinct by our selfishness and ignorance.
We pray for the oceans, air, mountains, plants, and soil, that life and health may again pulse in them.
We pray that we humans have a change of heart and stop harming the planet.
We also know that the Church is called to deepen her identity in accordance with the realities of each
territory and to grow in her spirituality by listening to the wisdom of her peoples. Therefore, we specially
pray today for the Special Assembly for the Pan-Amazonian Region, to be held in the coming month of

October, so that it may find new ways of developing the Amazonian face of the Church and to respond to
situations of injustice in the region, such as the neocolonialism of the extractive industries, infrastructure
projects that damage its biodiversity, and the imposition of cultural and economic models which are alien
to the lives of its peoples.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us that we may have the passion and wisdom to work effectively to restore
your creation. Guide us in our personal, church and community efforts. Give us strength to continue on
with this work when it is difficult and requires sacrifice.
Bless the Earth and all its life in every way. We make this prayer through Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Penitential rite

At the beginning of our prayer we pause, examine our conscience in silence, and ask for God’s mercy and
forgiveness.
▪ You spoke and the world was created;
Lord, have mercy.
▪ You made us caretakers of the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and all the living things that
move on the earth;
Christ, have mercy.
▪ You are seated at the right hand of the Father to intercede for us;
Lord, have mercy.
Let us pray:

O Lord, good Father, who in your providence have entrusted the earth to the human race, grant, we pray,
that we may care for all of creation and with your help restore all that has been marred, so that you may
cause the seeds of justice and the fruits of charity to spring up in our hearts. Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.
Reading

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians (Col 3: 12–17):
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and if anyone has a complaint against another,
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let
the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord, Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.
The word of the Lord.

[Brief moment of silence]
Intercessions

Blessed be the Lord, the God of all creation, for through his goodness he sustains all the earth. Let us call
upon him in faith:

R: Deliver us, o Lord.
●
●
●
●
●
●

From despair in times of draught.
From wastefulness of natural resources.
From neglect of those in need.
From blindness to your presence in all of creation.
From hunger and thirst.
From forgetting that our vocation is to be protectors of your handiwork.

All together:

God of the universe,
We thank You for Your many good gifts For the beauty of Creation and its rich and varied fruits,
For clean water and fresh air, for food and shelter, animals and plants.
Forgive us for the times we have taken the earth's resources
for granted
And wasted what You have given us.
Transform our hearts and minds
So that we would learn to care and share,
To touch the earth with gentleness and with love,
Respecting all living things.
We pray for all those who suffer as a result of our waste,
greed and indifference,
And we pray that the day would come when everyone has enough
food and clean water.
Help us to respect the rights of all people and all species
And help us to willingly share your gifts
Today and always. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer:

Let us pray together for the coming of God’s kingdom in the words our Savior taught us: Our Father
(sung)….
Concluding Prayer:

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people; reaffirm our personal vocation to be stewards of creation,
and to thank you for the wonderful handiwork which you have entrusted to our care. Send us your help
for the protection of creation as well as your pardon for the sins committed against the world in which we
live. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing:

+ May Almighty God bless you: the Father, the Son + and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Let’s go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

