On the route to Santiago de Compostela!

A pilgrimage in 2004 to be led by the Commission of the
Bishops’ Conferences of the European Community and
Archbishop Julidn Barrio Barrio of Santiago de Compostela

“Look! How good and how pleasant it is when brothers live together!” (Ps 133:1)

The year 2004 will be a historic moment for the European Union and for Europe as a whole.
Ten more European nations will join the Union: Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary,
Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia. For the other European states which
are not yet members of the EU, the road to accession has also been mapped out.

Preparations for this crucial step towards the political unification of the whole of Europe
within the European Union are moving forward. The countries wishing to join have made
enormous efforts over the past few years to stabilise the democratic order, to establish a functioning
market economy and also to ensure that the community law on which the European Union is
founded also becomes their own law. The Convention on the Future of Europe is drawing up
proposals for new forms of co-operation in an ever larger Union, which will be discussed by the
Member States at an Intergovernmental Conference in 2003. The Church, which is present in
all European nations, also wishes to contribute towards the success of this new stage.

The imminent accession to the European Union of the countries of Central and Southern
Europe fills us with joy and we await it with confidence. At the same time, our thoughts are
with those who regard this new phase of European history with concern for the unknown that
it represents. For this reason, we are convinced that it is time to deepen the spiritual dimension
in Europe because “If the Lord does not build a house, then those who build it work in vain”
(P27t

To express our trust in the Lord and our thankfulness and to give witness to our hope, we will
make a pilgrimage in 2004 to the tomb of Saint James the Apostle of Compostela. We have
gladly accepted the invitation extended by our brother the Archbishop of Santiago de Compostela
to join in this pilgrimage on the occasion of the Holy Year of the Cathedral of Santiago, which
is celebrated every year that the feast of Saint James falls on a Sunday.



We shall make this pilgrimage together with the faithful from our countries, with personalities from the
political sphere, and with members and representatives of religious communities and organisations. We
hope that many Europeans will also take the pilgrims’ route to Santiago or other places of pilgrimage in
Europe and join us in this way.

With the political unification of Europe approaching, ecumenical challenges become even more perceptible.
[t is therefore our dearest wish for representatives of other confessions to accompany us on our way to
Santiago. The political union of Europe calls for ever-closer companionship of its spiritual and religious
forces.

The pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela, with its network of routes stretching across Europe, is the
perfect symbol of European unity. The proximity to Cape Finisterre on the Atlantic coast - the ‘end of
the world’ - confronts us with a future as yet unknown, which in the age of globalisation will join Europe
with the whole of humanity in a new way. In this way the pilgrimage to Santiago is also a spiritual
journey which reminds us of the sense of European unification: the peoples and nations of Europe unite
in the European Union and at the same time open themselves up to the world.
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