
Commission of the Bishops’ Conferences
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St Gallen and Brussels, 12 March 2020

Dear brothers and sisters of Europe,

As Presidents of the two bodies representing the Bishops' Conferences of European 
countries, we turn to you so that, at this difficult time when we are sorely tested by the
pandemic caused by COVID-19, together we can raise our common prayer to God for help,
comfort and salvation.

God our Father, Creator of the world, almighty and merciful, out of love for us
You sent your Son into the world as the doctor of our souls and our bodies,

look upon your children who, in this difficult time of confusion and dismay in
many regions of Europe and the world, turn to you seeking strength, salvation
and relief,

deliver us from illness and fear, heal our sick, comfort their families, give wisdom
to our rulers, energy and reward to our doctors, nurses and volunteers, eternal
life to the dead. Do not abandon us in the moment of trial but deliver us from all
evil.

We ask this of Thee, who with the Son and the Holy Spirit, live and reign for
ever and ever. Amen.

Mary, mother of health and hope, pray for us!

May our blessing be with you,

Jean-Claude Card. Hollerich SJ 
Archbishop of Luxembourg

President of COMECE

Angelo Card. Bagnasco
Archbishop of Genoa

President of CCEE

Joint Statement of the Presidents of COMECE and CEC 
in the context of the COVID–19 pandemic 

LET US REMAIN UNITED  

 This is the time to show our commitment to European values 

The COVID-19 pandemic and its dire consequences have hit Europe and the entire world 
with full strength. Putting to the test every person, family and community, the present crisis 
has exposed the vulnerabilities and apparent certainties of our politics, economics and 
societies. 

Nevertheless, these trying times are also allowing us to re-discover our common humanity as 
brothers and sisters. We think of the many people who are sowing hope every day by 
exercising charity and solidarity. 

We would like to pray with deep gratitude for all those who serve their fellow human beings 
with empathy and warmth by supporting them selflessly: medical doctors, nursing staff, 
providers of basic services, law and order forces – and persons involved in pastoral care. We 
wish to pray for all the people who are suffering during this crisis - in particular the sick, the 
elderly, the poor, the excluded and children experiencing family instability. We also 
remember all those who passed away in our prayers. 

Furthermore, we gratefully welcome the many individual and collective initiatives that are 
reinventing new forms of solidarity and new ways of sharing beyond the necessary social 
distancing. 

We gratefully commend the numerous policy actions of mutual support and encourage the 
political decision-makers in the European Union and its Member States, to continue acting 
in a determined, transparent, empathic and democratic way. We pray for wisdom and 
strength among leaders at both national and European level. 

This is the time for all of us to demonstrate our joint commitment to the European project 
and to common European values of solidarity and unity, instead of capitulating to fear and 
nationalism. 

Concrete expressions of this our shared European responsibility could, for example, be 
burden-sharing in the care for the sick, a facilitated exchange of medical materials, creative 
measures alleviating social, economic and financial shocks, as well as reinforced international 
cooperation and humanitarian assistance to support weaker health systems in needy regions 
of the world. 

The Lenten journey towards Easter is in the substance of Christian faith. Let us regard this 
time of trial also as a time of grace and hope. Let us remain united and make our closeness 
felt to all, especially those in need. 

Card. Jean-Claude Hollerich SJ 
Archbishop of Luxembourg 

President of COMECE 

Rev. Christian Krieger 
President of CEC 


