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St Gallen and Brussels, 12 March 2020 

 

Dear brothers and sisters of Europe, 

As Presidents of the two bodies representing the Bishops' Conferences of European 
countries, we turn to you so that, at this difficult time when we are sorely tested by the 
pandemic caused by COVID-19, together we can raise our common prayer to God for help, 
comfort and salvation. 

God our Father, Creator of the world, almighty and merciful, out of love for us 
You sent your Son into the world as the doctor of our souls and our bodies, 

look upon your children who, in this difficult time of confusion and dismay in 
many regions of Europe and the world, turn to you seeking strength, salvation 
and relief, 

deliver us from illness and fear, heal our sick, comfort their families, give wisdom 
to our rulers, energy and reward to our doctors, nurses and volunteers, eternal 
life to the dead. Do not abandon us in the moment of trial but deliver us from all 
evil. 

We ask this of Thee, who with the Son and the Holy Spirit, live and reign for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

Mary, mother of health and hope, pray for us! 

 
 May our blessing be with you, 

   

 

 

Jean-Claude Card. Hollerich SJ 
Archbishop of Luxembourg 

President of COMECE  
 

Angelo Card. Bagnasco 
Archbishop of Genoa 

President of CCEE 

 

 
 

Mag. H. Em. Fridolin Cardinal Ambongo 
President of the Symposium of Episcopal Conference 

of Africa and Madagascar (SECAM) 
P. O. Box KA 9156, Airport 

Accra (GHANA) 
 

Brussels, 21 March 2023 
 

Your Eminence, 
Dear Brother in the Episcopate,  

I am writing to warmly congratulate you on behalf of the bishops who make up 
COMECE, the Commission of Catholic Bishops' Conferences of the European Union, 
on your recent appointment as president of SECAM. 

Over the past few years, in the spirit of fraternity and solidarity, COMECE and 
SECAM have maintained regular contact on numerous issues of mutual interest, 
which is of great importance for our advocacy work in Brussels, in dialogue with the 
institutions of the European Union, to bring the proposals of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church to European policies. 

The European Union has set as a priority its relations with Africa and the 
countries that compose it, and it is in this framework that our mission, with the help 
of SECAM, can benefit the common good of our peoples and nations.  

I send you my best wishes for your new important mission at the head of 
SECAM, assuring you of my prayers that our Lord Jesus Christ will inspire you and 
help you in your responsibility.  

 A fraternal greeting in Christ, 

 
 

 
+ Jean-Claude Card. Hollerich SJ 

Archbishop of Luxembourg 
President of COMECE 


