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Greetings and Welcome 

L.:  Blessed is our God always, both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 

All (A.): Amen. 

L: O Heavenly King, Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, Who art everywhere present 

and fils all things; Treasury of Good things, and Giver of Life - come and dwell in 

us, and cleanse us from every impurity, and save our souls, O Good One. 

A: Holy God! Holy Mighty! Holy Immortal! Have mercy on us. (x3) 

L: O most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, cleanse us from our sins. O 

Master, pardon our transgressions. O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities, for 

Thy name’s sake. 

A: Lord have mercy! (x3) 

L: Having risen from sleep, we fall before you, O good One, and sing to you, 

mighty One, the angelic hymn: Holy, holy, holy are you, O God. Through the 

prayers of all the angels, have mercy on us. 

A: Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

L: Having aroused me from sleep and bed, O Lord, enlighten my mind and open 

my heart and lips that I may sing to you, Holy Trinity: Holy, holy, holy are you, O 

God. Through the prayers of all the Saints, have mercy on us. 

A: Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 

L: Suddenly the Judge will come and everyone's deeds will be revealed. But with 

awe we cry out to You: Holy, holy, holy are you, O God. Through the prayers of 

the Mother of God, have mercy on us. 

A: Lord have mercy! (x3) 

Opening Prayer 

L.: Let us pray to the Lord! 

A: Lord, have mercy! 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for this new morning and our new breath. Thank 

you that we can come together in this Advent and Christmas time – listening and 

hearing from the light you yourself brings into our world. Make our eyes, ears 

and hearts ready to discover again your light in the world and in our life. Let us 

see your light in the people around us. Give us peace and joy for this day and be 

with us as we start a new day of work for Europe. 

A: Amen. 
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Christmas hyms 

L: God is the Lord and has revealed Himself to us; blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord. (x3, in EN, GR & RO) 

Prepare O Bethlehem,  

for Eden has been opened to all!    

Adorn yourself O Ephratha,  

for the tree of life blossoms forth from the Virgin in the cave!   

Her womb is a spiritual paradise planted with the Divine Fruit ;  

For if we eat of it, we shall live forever and not die like Adam.    

Christ comes to restore the image which He made in the beginning.    

(Troparion for the Fore-feast of the Nativity of the Lord) 

A: Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit 

L: Your Nativity, O Christ our God,  

has shone to the world the Light of knowledge;  

for by it, those who worshipped the stars  

were taught by a star to adore You, the Sun of Righteousness, 

and to know You, the Dayspring from on High.  

O Lord, glory to You! 

 

A: Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 

L: Today the Virgin gives birth to the Transcendent One,  

and the earth offers a cave to the Unapproachable One!  

Angels with shepherds glorify Him.  

The wise men journey with a star,  

since for our sake the Pre-Eternal God was born as a young Child. 

 

Reading – St Luke 2 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from 

Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with 

Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came 

for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 

the inn. 
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Silence 

Meditation (Rev. Frank-Dieter Fischbach, Secretary Gneeral of the Confrence of 

European Churches – CEC ) 

 

Hymn - O thou joyful time 

1. O thou joyful time, blessed Christmastime / bringing grace to human kind! / To 

a world so lost in sin / Christ as a child came in. / Joyful be, joyful be, you 

Christians all! 

2. O nuit bienveillante, ô nuit accueillante, / douce nuit du premier Noel ! / Jésus 

nous délivre / Jésus nous fait vivre. / Chantons, c’est le temps de l’Eternel. 

3. O thou joyful time, blessed Christmastime, / bringing grace to all humankind! / 

Angels are winging / thy glory singing. / Joyful be, joyful be, you Christians all! 

Intercessions 

L: As the light of Christ approaches, let us pray to God for our own 

needs, the needs of our churches and of the world.  

For Christians: that they may be a source of light to a darkened world. We 

pray to the Lord. 

A: Lord, hear our prayer. 

For peace in the world: that the light of Christ will dispel the dark shadow 

of war from the face of the earth, especially in the Holy Land and Ukraine. 

We pray to the Lord. 

A: Lord, hear our prayer. 

For leaders and policymakers: that Christ, the light of the world, may turn 

their minds and hearts to work for true justice and peace. We pray to the 

Lord. 

A: Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the lonely, the sick, the displaced form the homes, and all those who 

are suffering in any way, that the light of Christ will shine on them We 

pray to the Lord. 

A: Lord, hear our prayer. 

For those who are grieving the loss of a loved one: that the light of God’s 

consolation may shine on them. We pray to the Lord. 

A: Lord, hear our prayer. 
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For those who are away from home this Christmas: that they may know 

that they are not forgotten. We pray to the Lord. 

A: Lord, hear our prayer. 

For our families and dear ones: that Christmas may find them united in 

love. We pray to the Lord. 

A: Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Our Father (Everyone in her/his own language) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

L. May God Almighty bless us, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Final song: 

Magnificat, Magnificat 

Magnificat anima mea Dominum 

Magnificat, Magnificat 

Magnificat anima mea 

 

Magnificat, Magnificat 

Magnificat anima mea Dominum 

Magnificat, Magnificat 

Magnificat anima mea 


