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Statement by H.E. Mgr. Mariano Crociata, President of the Commission of the
Bishops’ Conferences of the European Union (COMECE) on the Humanitarian,
Security and Political Crisis in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)

“When one member suffers, the whole body suffers”
(Cor. 12:26)

As President of the Commission of the Bishops” Conferences of the European Union
(COMECE), I want to express my deep sorrow and urgent concern at the catastrophic
situation in Goma and the surrounding areas in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC). Deeply moved by the horrific circumstances H.E. Mgr. Willy Ngumbi
Ngengele M. Afr., the Bishop of Goma, shared during a recent visit to the COMECE
Secretariat, I urge the European Union and the international community to take
immediate action to ensure the cessation of hostilities as well an absolute respect for
human dignity and international law.

The city of Goma, a vital humanitarian, economic and transport hub in eastern DRC
neighbouring Rwanda, has been plunged into chaos after being seized by the M23
rebels and their allies. According to recent UN figures, nearly 3000 people have died
and more than one million have been displaced in recent weeks, with thousands
sheltering in churches, schools and makeshift camps amid shortages of food, water
and medical supplies. Hospitals, including Church-run facilities such as the Charité
Maternelle General Hospital, have been bombed, tragically killing newborn babies
and seriously injuring civilians. Catholic agencies report dire conditions, with
hospitals overwhelmed and sexual violence rampant.

Joining Pope Francis” appeal on “local authorities and the international community to
do everything possible to resolve the conflict by peaceful means”, COMECE
commends the European Union's recent allocation of €60 million in humanitarian aid
and urges greater efforts to ensure that aid reaches the most vulnerable. Unrestricted
humanitarian access to conflict zones and the protection of civilians, especially women
and children, from violence and exploitation should be ensured. Support for
education, health and shelter through partnerships with local church networks, which
remain a lifeline for displaced people, should continue.

The root causes of this crisis - decades of resource exploitation, foreign interference
and cyclical violence - call for political courage and diplomatic dialogue. We welcome
the call for a "Social Pact for Peace and Coexistence in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo (DRC) and the Great Lakes Region", a roadmap by the Catholic and Protestant
Churches to end violence and promote peaceful coexistence and social cohesion.



While promoting an inclusive peace process with the involvement of Churches and
civil society, COMECE encourages the EU to also support international and regional
mediation efforts, including the stabilisation measures recently agreed at the Joint
Summit between the East African Community and the Southern African Development
Community.

The involvement of foreign armies and militias, in particular Rwanda's alleged
support for the M23, constitutes a serious violation of international law. The
announcement by the M23 rebels that they plan to extend the conflict to reach the
capital and control the country represents a major challenge for the DRC and the
region. The EU and the international community must put pressure on these actors to
cease their support for the M23, to negotiate in good faith, to respect the territorial
integrity and sovereignty of the DRC, halting the exploitation of its natural resources.

Economic considerations must not compromise the EU’s commitment to its core
values and principles. We call on the European Parliament to endorse the appeals for
the adoption of targeted sanctions and for the reassessment of the terms of economic
cooperation, including the ‘Memorandum of Understanding on Sustainable Raw
Materials Value Chains’, with those responsible for the human rights and
international law violations. Moreover, while condemning the looting of natural
resources, we call for greater transparency in mining practices that fuel conflict,
including the enforcement of due diligence frameworks on supply chains linked to
Congolese minerals (e. g. cobalt, coltan, and gold).

I wish to assure the Bishops of DRC of our continued prayers for the suffering
population in view of a just and lasting peace. COMECE will closely follow the
situation on the ground and remain available to transmit to the EU institutions any
concerns, perspectives and initiatives of the local Church.
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