Most Reverend and dear Brothers in the Episcopate,

The story of the prophet Jeremiah confronts us with the drama, always as
present in the lives of individuals as in that of peoples and nations, of hardness
of heart, or put another way, of a certain inability to listen. Today there is no lack
of words that recall us to fidelity to God, just as those words that speak of the
beauty of his promises for those who are faithful to him are always audible. And
yet, it can seem that the background noise of our European society has reached

such levels as to suffocate and render vain the proclamation of the Gospel.

Inspired and driven by the mission that the Lord has entrusted to him,
Jeremiah sounds a discordant note in the self-satisfied tune that played at the
court of Jerusalem. In a time of prolonged stability, the prophet is considered a
nuisance, a fatalist and a traitor. His words do not attract any sympathy. He is
therefore not believed when he predicts the disaster of the Babylonian
deportation. Yet, Jeremiah, aware that he is not the author of what he says but
merely a docile instrument in the hands of God, does not abandon his post and
continues to reaffirm his passionate care for the people of the Lord with the force
of his words and the strength of his gestures, such as when he cries out: “I have
loved you with an everlasting love; therefore | have continued my faithfulness to
you” (Jer 31:3), or as when, at the point of the imminent collapse of Jerusalem
under the blows of the Babylonian siege, in obedience to the Lord, he buys a plot
of land that in the eyes of most is destined to be worth nothing (Jer 32). An image
which easily calls to mind the Holy Land today, as we cannot help but be
saddened by the resumption of heavy Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip,

where the humanitarian situation is very serious.



Dear brothers, even if, in our particular contexts, words of faith and hope
seem to no longer find a home, let us not be downcast, but rather, let us not cease
to be their joyful bearers. Let us raise our gaze and contemplate with the eye of
faith the action of God. Let us prepare ourselves to listen obediently to his Word.
In a time of destruction, when the war in Ukraine, already three years old,
continues to afflict the lives of many men, women and children, let us not tire of
pointing the way to a just and lasting peace. Let us support every project that
soothes the pain and mourning of families who see their children fall, on both
fronts. As promotors of dialogue, let us constantly remind the decision-makers
of theses times, in our personal conversations with them, of their grave
responsibilities, and let us not forget these efforts even with those who appear

most distant and perhaps even hostile.

Friendship, even when accompanied by frank words, but also by coherent
witness, can, with God’s help, penetrate even the most hardened of hearts. The
search for order and stability for the people, the search for peace, implies that the
links between political authorities, administrative institutions and the citizenry be
strong, in the firm knowledge that the first two are at the service of the citizens
and not vice versa. The court of Jerusalem at the time of Jeremiah, after the
attempted reform of the great King Josiah, forgets its own vocation, and by
focusing only on the small certainties of its little world, finds itself stunned by

the emergence of new regional powers.

| believe that the words of Pope Francis, (to whom we send our filial best
wishes that he may soon fully recover), spoken just two years ago, are still valid
for us today,: “This challenge is very complex, because the countries of the
European Union are involved in multiple alliances, interests, strategies, a series
of forces that it is difficult to make converge in a single project. However, one

principle should be shared by all, clearly and with determination: war cannot and
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must not be considered as a solution to conflicts (cf. Encyclical Fratelli tutti,
258). If the countries of Europe today do not share this ethical-political principle,
then it means they have drifted away from the original dream. If instead they
share it, they must commit themselves to implementing it, with all the effort and
complexity that the historical situation requires. Because “war is a failure of
politics and humanity” (ibid., 261). Politicians must respect this. (Address to the
participants in the Plenary Assembly of the Commission of the Episcopates of
the European Union, 23 March 2023).

By the power of the Most High, the devil leaves a man who had been forced
to remain silent until that moment. God listens even to the cry of a mute man who
calls for salvation. The words that now flow from his mouth initially arouse great
wonder, but soon begin to disconcert and preoccupy. A healing that has restored
mutual communication is attributed to the prince of evil. Those who have always
had the gift of speech make bad use of it, distorting the true motive of Jesus’
action and put him to the test. Would it have been better to stay quiet for the sake
of a quiet life? Jesus responds that his healing action originates from God himself
and that, in opposition to the transitory and merely earthly reign of the enemy of
human nature, his task, and that of his missionary disciples, is to free man from
evil, proclaiming a Kingdom that will have no end. It is the Lord, strong and
victorious, who has come and always comes to restore, heal and raise up. Before
him, neutrality or compromise are not possible. Those who recognise him join in
his task of liberation, while those who reject him become accomplices to the

forces of evil.

| refer, with regard to this mission, to the words of Pope Francis in the
Encyclical Dilexit nos: As we contemplate the Sacred Heart, mission becomes a
matter of love. For the greatest danger in mission is that, amid all the things we

say and do, we fail to bring about a joyful encounter with the love of Christ who
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embraces us and saves us....Christ asks you never to be ashamed to tell others,
with all due discretion and respect, about your friendship with him. He asks that
you dare to tell others how good and beautiful it is that you found him.” (Dilexit
nos, 208, 211).

Dear Brothers, in this Jubilee Year, we are called to make gestures of hope.
The first of these, Pope Francis reminds us, is that of peace. The brutality of
violence seems to be continually rekindled and Europe is not exempt. Regional
conflicts, the piecemeal Third World War, arouse desperation within families
who see themselves deprived of their loved ones and denies peoples a future of
growth and development: “How is it possible- Pope Francis asks- that their
desperate plea for help is not motivating world leaders to resolve the numerous
regional conflicts in view of their possible consequences at the global level? Is it
too much to dream that arms can fall silent and cease to rain down destruction
and death? May the Jubilee remind us that those who are peacemakers will be
called “children of God” (Mt 5:9) (Spes non confundit, 8). Let us therefore also
take charge, as bridges between the Churches in the European Union and the
Institutions of Brussels, in supporting the commitment to negotiation and
dialogue for a lasting peace in Ukraine and let us disarm words, minds and the
Earth (Letter to Corriere della Sera, 18 March 2025).

Finally, let us not forget the appeal of the Pontiff, so apt in these times:
“With the money spent on weapons and other military expenditures, let us
establish a global fund that can finally put an end to hunger and favour
development in the most impoverished countries, so that their citizens will not
resort to violent or illusory solutions, or have to leave their countries in order to
seek a more dignified life” (Fratelli tutti, 262).



As pilgrims of hope, we now continue our liturgy, celebrating the sacrifice
of the new and eternal covenant, already foretold by the prophet Jeremiah and
fulfilled in Jesus Christ, to reveal that peace is possible, that reconciliation is
possible, that people can esteem, respect, and serve one another. May that hope

be fulfilled in our time.



